ON THE EDGE OF CIVIL WAR
Carson had used in the House of Commons or the impression he had
made upon Asquith in their private talks, but if it was only half-true
it is small wonder that the conference which the King summoned
to Buckingham Palace on July 21 proved as abortive as all previous
parleys. It sat for four days considering " the possibility of defining
an area to be excluded from the operation of the Government of
Ireland Bill," and being unable to agree either in principle or in detail
adjourned sine die.
Nevertheless, the impression made on the public both by the con-
ference and the previous debates in Parliament, was that only the
delimitation of the Ulster boundary and the terms on which the
excluded part might vote itself out or vote itself in stood between
parties. The Government now proposed to amend its original amend-
ing Bill by omitting automatic inclusion after a term of years, and
substituting for it the fresh power of option which Carson himself
had proposed at the Buckingham Palace Conference. At this point
the controversy was suspended by an even greater one. But Asquith
himself was sanguine that if the public realized that no sort of coercion
was proposed for the Ulster area, there would be general condemnation
of any party which plunged the country into civil war for the
differences that remained, more especially as the general election which
the Unionist party were demanding would come in the natural course
of events in the following spring. Whether he was right about this,
or whether passions had been unloosed which were beyond conciliation
by Parliamentary means, can now be only a matter of conjecture.
Since the beginning of 1914 South Ireland had been arming and
drilling with the same energy as North Ireland, and with the same
immunity. At the end of July it even capped the Ulstermen's exploit
by landing a consignment of arms in broad daylight at Howth, near
Dublin. But by this time guns were going off in another part of
the world, and the curtain fell on the Irish scene leaving all its problems
in suspense.
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The resistance of Ulster to Home Rule deserves detailed study, if
only because it was the first of the many organized challenges to
Parliamentary Government which have been witnessed in modern
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